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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SPECULATION ON BERIYA'S FALL FRCM POWER

@omment: Portions of a "secret" report on the fall of Beriya
originally published in the Antwerp Volksgezet by Camille Huysmans
were reprinted by the Amsterdam Social Democrat daily Het Vrije Volk
on 23 September 1953. Huysmans explains in a note that the report
was forwarded to him by contacts he has maintained in the Russian
government since the days when he was secretary cof the old Socialist
Internationzi. The repert had been prepared several weeks before it
appeared in the Volksgazet. 4 summary of the portions reprinted by
Het Vrije Voik foilows.

According to relisble sources, Beriya was arrested on 25 June 1953 at a
meeting of the Presidium of the Central Coxmittee uf the CPSU.

. Beriya hed planned to stablize the regime by making important concessions

s to the masses of workers and peasants and by granting certsin rights to the .
various Soviet republiics. Accordingly, he had initisted a severe purge of the
Ministries of Internal Affairs and Stats Security.

He had felt certain that he could count On the compliance and loyalty of :
Malenkov. His faill was a resuit of thie illusion and of his own impetuousness,

The [_ﬁussiag] writers of the report feel that the coneiliatory policy ended
with Beriya's fall. |

It is said that Beriya had gone <0 the meeting without having taken any pre- !
cautions to assure his own safety, although he knew that the meeting would be !
highly critical of his latest purgs. Molotov and Bulganin accused Beriys of plan-
ning a coup d'etat and of conspiring to acsassinate Malenkov. When Malenkov and
Mikoyan joined forces with the accusers, Beriym, who hed counted on their support,
lost his composure and is said to have fired his gun in Malenkov's direction. ,
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At this
vas in or thep;i:t zzzig:twgzrg;:azgsd h:ild turned over to Kruglov, who obviously
gether with several members of the szcret ;g;;lc:aiting in &n adjoining room to-

f At present,, o
nly' the Army and it 'O complete securiby in
; ) » s General Staff enjoy
the counbr,v It is felt that Malenko will e entually fall too since he 1s -
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